
The EYFS framework is structured very differently to the national curriculum as it is organised across seven areas of learning rather than subject areas.  
This plan identifies the EYFS prerequisite skills for Geography in the national curriculum which are taught across the year in Foundation stage 1 and 2.  

Foundation 
Stage 1  
(Nursery)  

  Maths 

• Understand position through words alone. For example, 

“The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing. 

• Describe a familiar route. 
Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 

Understanding the world 

• Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 

• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and 

all living things. 

Know that there are different countries in the work and talk about the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos. 

Foundation 
Stage 2  
(Reception)  

  Understanding the world 

• Draw information from a simple map. 

• Recognise some similarities and differences between life 

in this country and life in other countries. 

• Explore the natural world around them. 
• Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which 

they live. 

  Early Learning Goal 

• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and 

contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the 
seasons. 

West End Primary School   Geography Curriculum Content Map  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



  

Year 1  Where I live 
observe and record 
weather. 
What is it like where I live 
/around my school  
map of the 
classroom/school/Horsforth 
use aerial maps 
Airport/woods/farms/roads 
other features 
 

The UK 
Where in the UK is 
Horsforth? – capital 
cities, seas and 
countries. 
Travel to places in the 
UK journeys – human 
and physical features. 

 
 

   

Year 2 Cities Towns and 
Countryside UK 
What do they all look 
like on maps – ariel 
maps and simple OS 
maps link to holidays 
and places children 
know 
Capital cities – human 
physical features 
Towns – features (not 
Horsforth)  
Countryside – features  

Cities Towns and 
Countryside UK 
What do they all look like 
on maps – ariel maps and 
simple OS maps link to 
holidays and places children 
know 
Capital cities – human 
physical features 
Towns – features (not 
Horsforth)  
Countryside – features  

 Hot and Cold Place 
around the world 
The poles, equator and 
tropics 
Compare to UK climate 
Features of Artic  
Living in the Artic – 
similarities and 
differences 

 On holiday to … 
Australia  
Locate Australia from 
Horsforth  
Course of river Aire 
and River Parramatta 
– identifying physical 
features beaches 
coastlines mountains 
weather landscapes 
Employment and 
transport, houses, 
buildings and 
transport  

Year 3   Amazon Rainforest 
Biomes – global maps 
Characteristics of 
biomes 
Rainforests in the 
world 
Life in rainforests 
Threats and 
protection 
Comparing 
rainforests to UK 
woodland.  

Amazon Rainforest 
Biomes – global maps 
Characteristics of 
biomes 
Rainforests in the world 
Life in rainforests 
Threats and protection 
Comparing rainforests to 
UK woodland. 

  



 

Year 4     Mountain High 
OS maps – 4 figure 
grid references 
World’s mountain 
ridges, key features of 
mountains, famous 
mountains, mountain 
climates. Compare 
Yosemite with Everest  
 

Volcanoes Erupt 
OS maps – 4 figure 
grid references 
Why are volcanoes in 
clusters? What causes 
them to erupt? 
Recent eruptions  
People living near 
volcanoes – what 
adaptations are 
made? 
Earthquakes, how do 
people keep safe. 

Year 5   Earth Matters 
Water cycle, rivers in 
the UK, features of 
rivers, land use 
around rivers  
Compare 2 rivers eg 
Thames and Nile 
Human impact on 
rivers 
Flooding and its 
impact – locally and 
around the world 

Earth Matters 
Water cycle, rivers in the 
UK, features of rivers, 
land use around rivers  
Compare 2 rivers eg 
Thames and Nile 
Human impact on rivers 
Flooding and its impact- 
locally and around the 
world 

Earth Matters  
Os map symbols  
6 figure grid 
references  
Coastlines in the UK 
Features of coastlines 
Erosion – East and 
West coast and the 
changes it brings 
Whitby compared to 
other European resort  
Impact and effect of 
tourism 

Earth Matters  
Os map symbols  
6 figure grid 
references  
Coastlines in the UK 
Features of coastlines 
Erosion – East and 
West coast and the 
changes it brings 
Whitby compared to 
other European resort  
Impact and effect of 
tourism 

Year 6     Trade 
UK export  
where food come 
from?  High value 
exports 
Global trade  
Fairtrade make a 
difference 
global supply chain  
 

Climate Change 
What is climate 
change? 
Impact on weather 
What impact is 
climate change having 
around the world? 
How are humans 
causing Climate 
change? carbon 
footprint  
How can we change 
it? 


